
For the dignity and the recovery of our country, for the defense of society

We say NO to blackmail and ultimata

We say NO to destructive and deadlocked austerity

We say NO to those who want to marginalise democracy

On 5th July, the Greek people is called to
make a decision of historical 
importance; a decision that will 
determine the future of our country, our 
lives and our children. On 5th July we 
are called, in an absolutely democratic 
manner, to say «Yes» or «No», to the 
proposals which Greece’s creditors are 
attempting to impose upon her. 

It is a stifling programme which only affects 
the poorest and the weakest, which taxes 
the middle class to the point of extinction, 
dramatically reduces pensions and 
wages, drives an even larger part of society 
to insecurity and precarity. And all this, after 
five years of socially destructive policies, 
which have inflated unemployment to 
unprecedented proportions, have driven 
thousands of shops and small 
businesses to closure, have transformed 
work to survival without rights, have made 
migration the only choice for the new 
generation. Still, the creditors’ proposal 
avoids to address the enormous problem of 
the debt, which the memorandum policies 
have catapulted from 130% to 170%, 
destroying at the same time the deposits of 
social insurance funds and thousands of small
bondholders.

It is obvious that this proposal, given in 
the form of an ultimatum to Greece, 
perpetuates destructive austerity and 
undermines any possibility of relief for 
society, or, further still, the economic 
recovery of our country. So long as the vicious
cycle of debt-austerity-more debt does not 
break, there can be no hope for society and 
for the economy. For this reason, we must 
respond to the creditors’ proposal with a big, 
clear and proud «NO».

In spite of all this, in the referendum of 5th 
July, we are not only called to reject an unfair 
and destructive fiscal programme. We are 
also called to say a big NO to the 
creditors’ insistence on annihilating and 
abolishing democracy in our country. On 

25th January, the government received a 
clear mandate to give an end to the 
memoranda of austerity, while keeping 
Greece in the Eurozone. For five months now, 
the government has exhausted every avenue 
in order to try to fulfil this mandate. It 
attempted to carry out a clean negotiation, 
even making painful concessions from its 
programme, in order to reach an honest and 
sustainable agreement. The other side 
displayed outright intrasigence, by constantly
repudiating and demanding harsher and 
harsher austerity measures. During these five
months, even the most good-willed became 
convinced that the fundamental problem 
between the two sides was not about any 
differences regarding public finances, but 
about the political drive to humiliate and/or 
topple the newly elected government. To 
effectively render void in practice the popular
mandate of 25th January to be set free from 
the destructive and deadlocked policy of 
austerity, and to render doubtful and right of 
the Greek people to determine its fate. For 
these reasons, the vote on 5th July must be a 
resounding NO to the abolition of 
democracy. 

Blackmail, terror, organised lying, bank 
shutdowns will not scare us. We know all
too well from our history that nothing 
was won easily and without effort. They 
cannot scare us into capitulation. We 
remain calm and determined. We say our
big NO loud and clear. 

Next Sunday’s vote is a vote for the 
future of Greece and Europe. We must 
say a proud and dignified NO to those 
who wish for Greece to be humiliated 
and subordinate, without the possibility of 
making her own decisions on matters that 
concern her. We must say a determined and 
loud NO to those who wish for a Europe that 
is hostile to democracy, submissive to 
continual austerity and its autocratic 
ultimata. 
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